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7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) ^| Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



PTOL-T26 d (Rev e 08-06r 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20080310 



Application/Control Number: 10/553,700 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2626 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 12-14 and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Suganuma et al. (5,694,425). 

As to claim 12, suganuma teaches a method for converting a given first code of 
an audio signal into a second code string and transmit the output, comprising the steps 
of: 

Generating a decoded signal from the first input code string; 
demultiplexing header information from an incoming signals and determining its 
character; 

Audio decoding means for decoding an audio signal; 
a pseudo PCM signal generating means ; 

Mode switch means for encoding the audio signal according to the determination 
where the audio decoder decides if the codes represent non speech signals or audio 
signals from the code string (payload) (Fig. 1-3; Col. 5, lines 40-56; Col. 7, lines 9-12; 
Col.7, line 12-Col.8, line 8; Col. 15, lines 45-65). 

As to claim 13, Suganuma teaches where the judging is made from the digital 
audio signal of the given code which indicates the non speech information and where 
the encoded strings are different (Col.7, lines 9-15; Fig. 3). 
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as to claim 14 it is inherent in Sugnuma teaching that the input encoded string at 
the decoder from the transmission line for the non speech and the speech is same. 

As to claims 16-19, Suganuma teaches where the input to the decoder includes 
non-speech signal that inherently includes tones as well as other noises (Col. 5, lines 
40-56; Col.7, lines 9-12) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-10 and 20-22 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the claims are allowed because the prior arts of record do not teach where the 
system includes the non audio decoding and the audio decoding circuit as recited in the 
claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel D. Abebe whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7615. The examiner can normally be reached on monday-friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Daniel D Abebe/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2626 



